
City of Corfu,
Schulenburg Family,
Mé moire Albert Cohen Foundation,

as a Councilor of the town Council of the City of Venice, I feel really honored to be here bringing you 
the greetings from the Mayor of Venice, Mr. Luigi Brugnaro that is aware that we share a common past and is
also aware of the importance to be here today to represent the City and the ancient achievements of the 
Serenissima. I am here with you to commemorate the 300 years from the end of the siege of Corfu, that allowed 
to stop the Turkish expansion toward the Western Europe and to prevent their entry in the Adriatic Sea, 
guaranteeing the last long period of peace in the Serenissima. I am so excited also realizing how much that 
event was important, in that historical moment, for the Republic of Venice and for all Europe.

The field marshal Johan Matthias Schulenburg was received in Venice in the autumn 1716 as a hero, a 
great captain, which became famous in all Europe in the 1700s, for his bravery and his strategic skills shown 
during his venture.

If the venetian Island of Corfu had fallen into the Turkish empire, a big part of the christian Europe 
would have been in an enormous risk. The ancient Venetians well knew what meant the arrival of the islamic 
army, because they remembered that, at the end of 1400s, the venetian christian Albany felt in the power of the
Turkish. Corfu victory in 1716, achieved by few thousands Venetians against dozens of thousands turkish 
warriors, allowed to the prince Eugenio of Savoia’s army to definitively defeat the opposing army in the 
Petervaradino battle in Serbia. Schulenburg, with his battle-cry, “for Christ and for Venice”, made clear to the 
world that in Corfu they fought and they won to defend not only Venice but also the western and christian 
civilization too.

300 years have passed from the Corfu battle and, unfortunately, it is not difficult to find dramatic 
analogies comparing what in that moment happened and what today happens in the same places, in the same 
sea, the Mediterranean, crossed by thousands of people arriving in our Countries, looking for refuge in Europe.

I thank you for inviting me at this commemoration of Johann Matthias Schulenburg, who someone 
called “a world man without blame and without fear”. Us Venetians remember him as a very fascinating figure,
as a chief protagonist of a crucial period for the birth of the modern Europe, as a character who joins in a 
common history everyone is here tonight as German, Venetian and Corfiote.

We commemorate him, not only for his heroic achievements, but also for his activity as an extraordinary 
artworks collector and an incredible patron who gave a great support to the most important artist who lived in 
Venice at the beginning of the 1700s. At the Arsenale of Venice we preserve a magnificent funerary monument.

I conclude my speech saying that being here represents, for me and for Venice, a moment for sharing 
not only our history, but also the awareness that it is constantly remembered in our Countries with the same 
intensity, importance, and especially, with the same faith.

11th AUGUST 2016
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Greetings by 
Deborah Onisto,

of the Town Council of the City of Venezia
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