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THE PHILHELLENE’S PHILHELLENE
By Prof. Richard Clogg
Emeritus Fellow of St Anthony’s College, Oxford University
It is a great pleasure to be here today in Corfu, an island I first visited in 1958, just
after leaving school and before going to university.
In the distant 1950s, travelling from Britain to Greece was not very easy, particularly
if, like me, you were travelling on a tight budget.

The journey was something of an

adventure in itself and entailed three days of travel by train. I am glad to say Corfu was one
of the places I visited during that first visit to Greece. One thing I remember is seeing people
crowding round an electrical goods store in Corfu town watching through the shop window a
football match on Italian television. Television had seemingly not reached Greece at that time
but television transmissions from Italy could be received in Corfu.
In 1958, the year that I first travelled in the country a quarter of a million tourists
visited Greece. By 2015 that figure had increased a hundred fold to 26 million.
That first visit inspired a lifelong affection for Greece. After university I acted as a
courier for parties of British tourists visiting Greece and Turkey. Once or twice I would link
up with my group here in Corfu.
In the mid-1960s tourism in Greece was still relatively undeveloped. At that time the
runway at Corfu airport was illuminated at night by oil lamps. I remember one stormy night
in the autumn of 1966 as I was waiting for my group to fly in from London, some of the
runway lights blew out and a man ran up and down the runway relighting them. I could hear
the propeller driven plane circling overhead but the pilot decided not to land and flew on to
Athens, leaving me without my group which I had to round up the next morning in Athens
with considerable difficulty.
But enough of these personal reminiscences. I am here today to speak of the
philhellenic activities of Frederick North, the Fifth Earl of Guilford, two hundred and fifty
years after his birth in 1766. He was known as Frederick North until he succeeded to the
Earldom of Guilford in 1817 but I shall refer to him throughout as Guilford.
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Guilford was the youngest of the three surviving sons of the Second Earl of Guilford
who, as Lord North, was prime minister at the time of the American War of Independence.
He is often blamed as one of those primarily responsible for Britain’s loss of the American
colonies.
The young Frederick North received the traditional education of an English aristocrat,
his schooldays were spent at Eton and he became a student at the age of sixteen at Christ
Church, the most aristocratic of the Oxford colleges. Study at Eton and Christ Church gave
him a sound grasp of Greek and Latin. After graduating from Oxford University, and,
although he suffered from poor health, he travelled extensively in southern Europe, acquiring
in the process a good knowledge of French, German, Spanish, Italian and modern Greek. In
1791 and 1792 he travelled in the Greek world. Starting out from Corfu, he visited classical
sites in mainland Greece and also the monastic republic of Mount Athos. He then proceeded
to Cyprus, Smyrna, Alexandria, Jerusalem and Constantinople, the capital of the Ottoman
Empire.
The seriousness of Guilford’s interest not only in ancient Greece but in the world of
Greece in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries manifested itself at a very early
age. This interest is amply demonstrated by his decision secretly to convert to the Orthodox
faith. This seems to have occurred in 1792, when North was only 25 years old, and on his
visit to Corfu.

He rapidly acquired some knowledge of modern Greek, although the

pronunciation of ancient Greek favoured by Erasmus, the great humanist scholar, sounded
strange to Greek ears. It was soon noted that he crossed himself when entering a church in the
Orthodox manner and that that he was fully conversant with Orthodox Church ritual. After
many conversations with Georgios Prosalendis, a Corfiote nobleman, he sought conversion to
the Orthodox faith. The ‘protopapas’ or ‘protopope’ of Corfu, Dimitrios Petrettinos, was
duly consulted and gave his consent.
At that time, the early 1790s, although not, of course, for much longer, Venice ruled
over the Ionian Islands. Venetian rule was relatively tolerant. Almost all the printing of
Orthodox liturgical texts at the time was carried by Venetian printing houses. Venetian
tolerance, however, did not extend to permitting Orthodox bishops to officiate in the Ionian
Islands so that most of the traditional functions of a bishop were carried out by the
‘protopapas’, a senior married priest who was elected for a five year period.
Petrettinos, the protopapas of Corfu at that time, not only agreed to Guilford’s
conversion but also to his request that this be kept secret. Guilford made this request for
secrecy on the somewhat unclear grounds of ‘the social and economic commitments’ of his
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family. It has to be remembered that Roman Catholics in Britain until 1829 continued to be
subject to certain disabilities, as were others, such as the Quakers. Among other restrictions,
they could not attend the universities of Oxford and Cambridge.
Guilford thus became the first, and perhaps the only, Orthodox Christian ever to sit in
the British parliament, as a member for a short time of Parliament for the constituency of
Banbury, near Oxford, which was more or less a hereditary parliamentary seat in the North
family. It probably would not have been possible to take up this seat if news of his conversion
had become public knowledge. When he lay dying in London in 1827, he summoned the
chaplain to the Russian Embassy, Father Smirnov, to receive the last rites, as there was no
Greek Orthodox Church in Britain at that time, although there had been one in the 17th
century in what is now Soho Square in London, hence the name of the adjacent Greek Street.
In 1798, Guilford was appointed governor of the island of Ceylon, which the British
had captured from the Dutch two years earlier. During his time in Ceylon Guilford proved a
popular colonial administrator and introduced a number of reforms, notably the abolition of
slavery. His governorship came to an end in 1805 when he gave it up on health grounds.
Following his conversion in 1792, Guilford left Corfu and was not to return to the
island for twenty-five years. But in 1810 Guilford once again visited Greece and the Near
East. John Cam Hobhouse , the friend of another great philhellene, the poet Lord Byron,
recorded that Guilford while in Algiers, had asked the dey, the Ottoman ruler of the province,
for permission to see some of the women in his harem. To this the dey is reported to have
replied ‘He is so ugly, let him see them all.’
In 1814, Guilford became president of the Philomousos Etareia (the Society of
Friends of the Muses) in Athens. In a letter, composed in a very archaic form of Greek, about
his election as president he styled himself as ‘Friderikos Northios, politis Athinaios’
Frederick North, a citizen of Athens’ and spoke of the sacred obligation to uphold the
educational interests of his beloved Greece. The Society brought together foreign philhellenes
such as Guilford and members of the emergent Greek intelligentsia, many of whom were
subsequently to play a leading role in the movement for Greek independence which
culminated in the Greek revolution against the Ottomans in 1821. The Philomousos Etaireia
sought, inter alia, to promote the foundation of schools in the Greek world, to endow
scholarships enabling young Greeks to study in the universities of Europe where they became
aware of the extraordinary reverence in Europe for the world of classical antiquity.
Particularly interesting were the Society’s efforts to promote archaeological excavations in
the Greek lands.
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Guilford, with his profound knowledge of the language and culture of ancient Greece,
would have entered into the spirit of the revival of interest in antiquity in the Greek world
with enthusiasm and he was determined to encourage it with the ample financial means at his
disposal. He, in fact, went one stage further than Greek nationalists by dressing in what he
considered ancient Greek dress when he was living in Corfu in the 1820s.
This interest in the ancient Greek world was not universally shared. The hierarchy of
the Orthodox church equated interest in Greek antiquity with paganism, and the Holy Synod
in Constantinople in 1819 issued an encyclical condemning the giving or adopting of ancient
Greek names and urged that the faithful continue to baptise their children with traditional
Christian names.
The Revd. George Winnock, was one of those hoping to inspire in young
Corfiots a wish to revive a knowledge of the language and culture of ancient Greece. As
chaplain to the British military garrison in Corfu, Winnock must surely have known Guilford
and they would have found themselves to be kindred spirits. In 1816, just a few years before
Guilford set about establishing the Ionian Academy, Winnock published in Corfu in 1816 a
small pamphlet in Greek entitled Prótasis pros tous néous tous ĺonas dia na anorthósosi tin
glóssan tis Palaiás Elládos.

[A proposal to the young of the Ionian Islands to revive the

language of Ancient Greek].
In this pamphlet Winnock declared that the language and culture of what he called
Palaia Ellada, Old Greece, is the wonder of every educated nation in Europe. Educated
Britons, he continued, appreciated more than anyone else the immeasurable debt of gratitude
that was owed to ancient Greece. For this reason Winnock, to encourage young Greeks in the
Ionian Islands to achieve proficiency in ancient Greek, organised an essay contest in 1817.
He wanted young Ionians to abandon what he termed the ugly barbarisms that had entered the
Greek language from the Ottomans and the Venetians. The eight best entries in the
competition would be forward to the Regius Professor of Greek, in Oxford, who would
determine who was the winner. He translated Regius Professor of Greek as the Vasilikos
Didaskalos tis Ellinikis Dialektou.
Guilford himself, it should be emphasised, saw no problem in being at once a devout
Orthodox Christian and at the same time having a passionate and consuming interest in the
ancient Greek world.
In 1815, the year after he had assumed the presidency of the Philomousos Etaireia,
Guilford visited Vienna, at the time when the Congress of Vienna was engaged in reshaping
the affairs of Europe following the turmoil of the Napoleonic Wars. While in Vienna,
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Guilford met with Count Ioannis Kapodistrias, who had been born in Corfu, a distinguished
diplomat who was at the time in the service of the Russian Emperor, Alexander I. He
subsequently became the first president of independent Greece. Capodistrias discussed with
Guilford the possibility of the British founding an institution of higher education in the Ionian
Islands, now that the Congress of Vienna had confirmed the British protectorate over the
islands, giving them the official title of the United States of the Ionian Islands.
In 1817, after both his elder brothers had died, Frederick North inherited the title of
fifth Earl of Guilford. This carried with it a very large income, which gave him the necessary
funds for the creation of the Ionios Akadimia, or Ionian University, his greatest achievement.
He was a well connected individual, and Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for War and the
Colonies, who was a cousin of Guilford, appointed him director of education for the Ionian
Islands.
This post gave him the opportunity of creating the Ionios Akadimia, the Ionian
Academy, the first university to be established on Greek soil, although, of course, the Ionian
Islands were not formally incorporated with the Kingdom of Greece until 1864. The
Academy, founded in 1824, merited the description of the first university in the Greek world
until the establishment of the University of Athens in 1837. In the Italian language Gazzeta
degli Stati Uniti delle Isole Ionie, the Ionios Akadima was described as ‘l’Università’ and ‘to
Ionion Panepistemíon’.
It is important to bear in mind that in the years before the outbreak of the War of
Independence against the Turks in 1821 there had been a number colleges in the Ottoman
Empire which, if they did not merit the title of university, were much more than mere
schools, and had curricula that merited the title of colleges of higher learning. The four most
advanced colleges to emerge in the Ottoman dominions were those on the island of Chios, in
Ayvalik or Kydonies, a largely Greek populated and prosperous Greek small town on the
coast of Asia Minor opposite the island of Mytilini, and Smyrna or Izmir, with its very large
communities of Greeks, Armenians and Jews, where they were two such colleges, the
progressive Philologiko Gymnasio, and the more conservative Evangeliki Skholi. All four
were geographically close together.
A feature common to all these institutions was a strong focus on the study of the
language and culture of ancient Greece, a focus which, of course, they shared with the Ionios
Akadimia.
It was thus no surprise that the curriculum of the Ionios Akadimia should have such
strong emphasis on the study of ancient Greek and the culture of Ancient Greece. Students at
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the Ionios Akadimia were required to demonstrate a ‘competent knowledge of the ancient and
vernacular Greek.’ Teaching was to be in katharevousa, or ‘purifyied’ Greek which was to be
a heavy burden on Greek children, and for people such as myself. Only one of teachers at the
Ionios Akadimia taught in demotic Greek. This was Stamatelos

Pylarinos, who taught

Experimental Physics.
It was originally planned that the Ionios Akadimia should be based in Ithaca and a
British military engineer was actually commissioned to develop plans for such an institution
on Ithaka. But the scheme was opposed by General Sir Thomas Maitland, popularly known as
‘King Tom’. He was the governor of Malta and, in 1815, had been appointed in addition to
the post of Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands. He subsequently spent much more
time in the Ionian Islands than he ever did in Malta.
In many ways ‘King Tom’ Maitland was the antithesis of Guilford. If Guilford was
very much a philhellene, the same could hardly be said of Maitland. No doubt with Guilford
at least partially in mind, Maitland was critical of the ‘classical imaginings’ of the Ionian
Islanders and he dismissed those with an interest in antiquities as ‘fools looking for old
stones.’ He was against giving the Ionian Islanders any say in ruling themselves, arguing that
‘if we give such people a real constitution, they would simply violate it.’ Forced by the
British government to concede some form of constitutional government, it has been said that
its only purpose was ‘to throw a decent veil over the despotism of Thomas Maitland.’ Illmannered, bad-tempered, and according to one observer, ‘insufferably rude’, Maitland was
often drunk. His cession in 1819 to the Ottomans of the formerly Venetian possession of
Parga on the coast of the Greek mainland greatly offended the Ionian Islanders, as did his
enforcement of Ionian neutrality after the outbreak of the Greek war of independence in
1821. Sir Charles James Napier, who was Maitland’s deputy on the island of Cephalonia,
called Maitland a ‘rough old despot.’ ‘King Tom’ Maitland’s rule of the Ionian Islands,
however, was not entirely negative. Among other reforms he improved the treatment of the
Jewish community, abolished tax-farming and built good roads.
Maitland was not enthusiastic about Guilford’s project of establishing the Ionios
Akadimia on the island of Ithaka, and vetoed its establishment, maintaining that it was too
close to the fighting on the mainland between Greeks and Turks during the war for
independence. It was only a short distance, for instance, from Missolonghi. Guilford had
initially envisaged that the Akadimia would be situated on Ithaka, with its supposed Homeric
associations, a proposal which was strongly supported by the islanders who donated land for
the Akadimia, and he did not want it to be sited on Corfu. Napier tells us that Guilford was
6

very averse to it being situated in Corfu: ‘a town,’ he maintained, ‘fraught with all the vice
and abominations of Venice’, which seems a rather harsh judgement. Guilford, he tells us,
favoured Ithaca ‘an island remarkable for being healthy, where no large town or temptation to
vice existed and where the students would not have been diverted from their studies; in short,
Ithaca was exactly the place for a Greek school, being classical ground, retired, healthy and
central to the islands generally.’
It was presumably fear of the temptations that might be afforded by Corfu to the
students that explain the harsh discipline that was imposed on those studying at the Ionios
Akadimia. Offences against regulations were numerous and included duelling; impious,
immoral or seditious conversation; gambling; being seen the company of evil women;
showing disrespect to superiors; drunkenness; establishing a secret society; encouraging
young students in indecency, immorality or debauchery; facilitating what were called ‘love
intrigues’; and ‘conduct notoriously unworthy of a gentleman.’ Adherence to these rules was
to be enforced by a ‘kosmophýlax.’ Students infringing the regulations could be confined for
up to a month in the garrison fort.
Guilford, although disappointed in his vision of the Akadimia being established in
Ithaka, came round to a more positive view of Corfu as the final site. There were buildings
already built in the town which could be readily adapted for teaching purposes. The law
courts of the Ionian Islands were established in Corfu town, as was the hospital. This was
useful for the training of lawyers and doctors.
After the opening of the Ionios Akadimia in May 1824 Guilford wrote to his sister
Anne of a costume that he had designed for himself at the opening ceremony: ‘my robe was
of purple stuff, perfectly à l’antique attached by a gilt button on my right shoulder. My under
garment and buskins [calf length boots] were, also, perfectly à l’antique . But, instead of a
cap of Ulysses, I wore a narrow band of black round my head, embroidered with gold laurel
leaves, and a gold owl in front.’ Academic dress based on ancient Greek models were also
worn by the professors at the Academy, with the dress of each faculty being in a different
colour. It was Guilford’s penchant for dressing à l’antique that attracted the ridicule of some
of his contemporaries. Charles James Napier, the governor of Cephalonia, for instance, wrote
of Guilford going about ‘dressed like Plato, with a gold band around his mad pate and
flowing drapery of a purple hue.’
Guilford laid on a splendid banquet for one hundred guests after the opening
ceremony, which cost him the equivalent of about thirteen thousand pounds in today’s
money.
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We are fortunate in having much available information about the subjects that were to
be taught at the Akadimia and about the teachers there. There were four faculties: Theology,
Jurisprudence, Medicine and Philosophy. The Faculty of Philosophy included many more
subjects than philosophy in the strict sense of the word. Guilford himself became the Arkhon
or Chancellor of the Academy. There was one Englishman in the Academy, an Englishman,
or, more likely, judging by his name a Scotsman, Francis Balfour. He was appointed
professor of Arabic and Hebrew, but, after drawing a year’s salary in advance, he left Corfu
and was not seen again.
Seven professorships were established at the opening of the Ionios Akadimia. These
included the cream of the Greek intelligentsia of the day, Christoforos Philitas (Classics);
Ioannis Karandinos (Mathematics); Konstantinos Asopios (Ancient Greek); Nikolaos
Pikkolos (Philosophy); and Theoklitos Pharmakidis (Theology). The principal subject in the
curriculum was Greek in its various manifestations. Also taught were English language and
literature, history, rhetoric, mathematics, botany, and philosophy. In the first academic year
some 150 students enrolled. Guilford intended that in time vocational subjects, such as
navigation and book-keeping, should be added to the curriculum. A professorship of Sanscrit
was even proposed.
A particularly important point to stress is that, in the constitution of the Akadimia, it
was declared that ‘any person of whatever country or religion he may be’ would be eligible
for enrolment at the university. This was a very liberal provision for the time but there are
some qualifications. Firstly notice the expression ‘of any country he may be.’ Women were
ineligible for admission. But so were they in Britain. At Camrbidge University Women could
not graduate on equal terms with men until after the Second World War. We should probably
understand the admission of students to the Ionios Akadimia irrespective of religion to mean
that it was open to Orthodox and Catholic male students. There was, of course, a small
community of Jews in the islands. I am not clear as to whether they were eligible to study at
the Ionios Akadimia.
A passage in G.P. Henderson’s excellent book on the Ionian Academy gives an
interesting glimpse of everyday student life in Corfu the early years of the Ionios Akademia.
An advertisement that he found in the Gazettes degli Stati Uniti delle Isole Ionie offered
board and lodging to intending students at the Academy. This reads as follows: ‘Notice is
given to all those who wish to attend the University, that Madame Angiola Argyropoulou,
wife of Christodoulos Douis inn-keeper, in Lisgara house, Saint’s Lane, is prepared to
provide any young man who is to be educated in Corfu with his dinner, consisting of soup
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and two other dishes of meat, or something lighter on the [fast] days prescribed by the
respective Churches [i.e. Orthodox and Catholic], along with a small roll of bread and a halfbottle of wine , - and likewise supper, consisting of soup and one other dish, and this every
day during the seven months of the academic year, and for a payment of six thalers a month.’
Incidentally, when trying to work out, unsuccessfully, the equivalent today of six
thalers a month, I was fascinated to learn that the Greek word for a five drachma coin, taliro,
is derived from the Austrian thaler .
A daily half bottle of wine might be thought to have impeded rather than assisted the

learning process. I am reminded that when a handful of Greek students studied at Oxford
university in the 17th century, because the drinking water was so bad they were obliged to
drink what they termed ‘nasty, stinking beer’, which, coming from the Greek world, they
were not used to at all.
One of the most impressive features of the Ionios Akadimia was the magnificent
library which Guilford, ably assisted by the librarian he appointed, Andreas Papadopoulos
Vretos, created. Guilford always intended for the library to remain in Corfu but this, alas, did
not happen. I shall have more to say about this later. A section of this superb library which is
of particular interest to me is composed of books published in Greek for a Greek readership
in the critical decades before the outbreak of the Greek war of independence. What is
essentially a catalogue of these was published by Papadopoulos Vretos in Athens in 1845 as
Katálogos ton apó tis ptóseos tis Konstantinoupóleos mé khri tou 1821 typothé nton vivlíon
par Ellínon eis tin omiloumé nin i eis tin arkhaían ellinikín glóssan (Catalogue of books
printed before 1821 into popular Greek or into ancient Greek).
Guilford once said to Papadopoulos Vretos: ‘If I were not the Earl of Guilford I
should have liked to be a librarian.’ He was not merely a bibliophile but a bibliomane, a
person with a passionate enthusiasm for collecting and possessing books, an obsession in
which he was ably assisted by Papadopoulos Vretos. Baron Theotoky (Emmanouil
Theotokis) in his Details sur Corfu, published in Corfu in 1826, put the total number of
books in the library at 30,000. The Reverend Rufus Anderson. an American missionary
travelling in Greece in the 1829s, spoke of the collection of modern Greek literature in the
library of the [Ionian University] as ‘perhaps the most complete in the world.’ I think that
was very probably true at the time he was writing in 1830.
The great hall of the Library of the Ionios Akadimia was modelled on the great
libraries of the University of Oxford. The opening hours of the library were generous indeed.
Books would be fetched daily between the hours of 7 and 11 in the morning, 1-5 in the
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afternoon and 6 and 10 in the evening. These are rather more generous opening hours than
exist currently in many university libraries in Britain. The Corfu library was to be open daily,
save on Sunday and religious festivals. Gifts to the library were recorded from the University
of Cambridge, many of them relating to the study of classical Greece, the Marquis and
Marchioness of Bute and the King of Denmark.
Guilford, as I have said, always intended that this collection should form the core of
the library of the Ionios Akadimia but, unfortunately, that was not to be. Controversy
surrounded his will, executed some three weeks before his death in 1827 and amended by a
codicil added on 13 October, one day before he died. The will and codicil made the bequest
of his books conditional on the Ionian government endowing the university with an annual
amount of £3,500, a very large sum in its day. It is difficult to avoid suspicions about these
last minute changes to his will that may well have been made by relatives anxious secure a
greater share of his estate for themselves.
Guilford’s principal heir, the second Earl of Sheffield, successfully argued that in
view of this stipulation not being fulfilled by the Ionian government, the executors of the will
arranged for the return of much of Guilford’s library to England where it was eventually put
up for sale. The collection of pre-1821 Greek books were sold in 1835 in London.
Τhis was listed in the sale catalogue as ‘Bibliotheca Graeco-Neoterica. A very
Curious, Valuable and Extensive Collection of Books in the Modern Greek language.’ This
was described as ‘the most Extensive Assemblage of Modern Greek Books ever submitted to
Public Sale. They were collected by the late Earl of Guilford for the Information of the
Professors of the Ionian University, and the Instruction of the Greek Youths of that
Establishment.
No one possessed more opportunities of forming the best Collection of Modern Greek
Books, and no one ever availed himself of his opportunities with more zeal, ardour or
liberality than the late Earl of Guilford. The Collection consists of General Theology,
Religious Offices, Homilies, Martyrologies, Ecclesiastical Histories, Treatises on Logic,
Philosophy,

Metaphysics,

Geometry,

Mathematics,

Grammars,

Poems,

Histories,

Translations of Ancient and Modern Authors … and Works in every Department of
Literature.

The Revival of Greece as an Independent State and its present active and

increasing Commerce will necessarily lead to the study of its Language, and this collection
will form a most useful, and perhaps for some years, a Matchless Library of Reference’.
The entire collection of 627 volumes was bought for what was then the Library of
the British Museum, subsequently the British Library, for the sum of 137 pounds and eleven
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shillings. At today’s prices this would equal some £14,000, a very modest sum for such a
collection which surely constitutes one of the best collections of pre-1821 printed books
anywhere, not excluding Greece. Ioannis Gennadius, who was for many years the Greek
Minister, effectively ambassador, in London and whose own enormous personal library
constitutes the main part of the Gennadeios Library of the American School of Classical
Studies in Athens, described the removal of the library to Britain as an incalculable loss for
Greece.
A large part of the huge number of manuscripts, some of them in Greek, from
Guilford’s collection was also acquired by the British Museum. It was only in the year 2000
that the thousands of manuscripts from his collection, which had been purchased in 1830
began to be properly catalogued in what is known as the ‘Guilford Project.’ This has now
been completed. The superb collection of modern Greek books has recently been properly
catalogued by Chris Michaelides, the Keeper of Italian and Greek books at the British
Library. I much hope that one day his catalogue may be published.
The motive of Guilford’s relatives in selling his books, manuscripts and even the
academic dress that Guilford commissioned for the opening of the Ionios Akadimia was
clearly greed. This was revealed in an anecdote told to Papadopoulos Vretos by Georgios
Papanikolas. one of the Greeks brought to England by Guilford at his expense for further
study, in his case, of seamanship.
Papanikolas approached Guilford’s cousin and his heir to the Guilford title, who was
also a clergyman in the Church of England, the Reverend Francis North, for money to pay for
his return to Corfu. Francis North is said to have replied:
‘Eán íto trelós o exádelphós mou na dapaná ta khrímatá tou dia sé is tous É llines, ego den
é imai toioú tos, kai ýpage en eiríni, epeidí sé is oi É llines arketá ephágete apo to khrímata tou
Kómitos Frederíkhou Guílford.’
‘If my cousin [Guilford] was mad enough to spend his money on you Greeks, I am not like
him, depart in peace, since you Greeks have consumed enough of the money of Earl
Frederick Guilford.’
It would seem that the Reverend North’s meanness towards the young Papanikolas
contributed to the latter’s jaundiced view of the benefits of British administration of the
Ionian Islands.
When George Bowen published a laudatory account of British rule in the islands
entitled The Ionian Islands under British Protection (London, no date but probably around
1850), Papanikolas, writing under the pseudonym ‘An Ionian’, published a vigorous riposte
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against Bowen entitled The Ionian Islands: what they have lost and suffered under the ThirtyFive Years’ Administration of the Lord High Commissioners sent to govern them (London
1851) . Papanikolas had clearly acquired an excellent knowledge of English during his years
in England and put this to good effect in his polemic against Bowen. He castigated the
hapless Bowen as a man ‘whose appointment, whose salary, and whose perquisites are a
scandal among the Ionians … An unripe scholar … he stands forth in his own person the
theme of a hundred satires, and the laughing stock of English as well as Ionian Society in
Corfu.’
I have entitled this talk ‘Frederick North, the Fifth Earl of Guilford: the Philhellene’s
Philhellene’. Whatever his private thoughts of the Greek struggle for independence, which
was raging just across the Corfu strait at the time of the establishment of

the Ionios

Akadimia, as a public servant Guilford could have no part in assisting the Greek revolution,
either directly or indirectly. When a Charitable Society, whose members were both British
and Greek was established on the island its overt objectives were concerns such as raising
ransoms for the release of prisoners. George Winnock, whom we have met earlier, the
chaplain to the British forces stationed on the island and a man sharing many of Guilford’s
philhellenic sentiments, was a member. But when Guilford was approached to accept the
honorary presidency of the Society he declined it on the ground that ‘every least suspicion of
partiality should be avoided.’
From Guilford’s perspective this was a wise decision, for the Charitable Society was
secretly sending funds to the insurgent Greeks. He did agree to his private secretary Spyridon
Trikoupis departing for mainland Greece and joining the insurgents. Guilford had paid for
Trikoupis’ studies in England, as he had paid for other Greek students to study in Britain.
Guilford followed Trikoupis’ activities in mainland Greece with sympathetic interest. He
wrote to his sister Anne in October 1823 that ‘Spiro Tricoupi is gone to Argos, as
representative of Western Greece to General Government. His funeral oration on Lord Byron
is much admired.’ Trikoupis became the first prime minister of independent Greece in 1833
and was the author of a large scale history of the war of independence. Guilford was a
humane man and hoped that Trikoupis might intercede for the proper treatment of Turkish
prisoners captured during the course of the revolution. Guilford was very cautious in
expressing any support for the Greek insurgents but it would be reasonable to assume that
just as Maitland may, privately, had more sympathy for the Turks than the Greeks, so
Guilford, in private, harboured pro-Greek sympathies.
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The most authoritative study of the role of the British philhellenes who travelled to
Greece in support of the insurgents is William St Clair’s ‘That Greece might still be free’.
The Philhellenes in the War of Independence, first published in 1972. This is a book with
many merits but in my view the author is rather too sceptical about the motivation and
character of the philhellene volunteers who flocked to Greece in aid of the insurgents.
The author is of the view that the philhellenes were basically insecure neurotics,
dropouts, woolly minded liberals, failed revolutionaries, unemployed and unemployable
officers. I cannot agree with his view of the philhellenes at Mesolonghi as ‘men smothered in
humbug and men desperately trying to find a compensation in philhellenism for some
psychological inadequacy.’ There were undoubtedly among those who made the difficult
journey to Greece some dubious characters whose motives were, to say the least, mixed, but
consistently to discount any element of idealism among those who went to Greece is as
serious a distortion of reality as the naïve romanticisation of the philhellenes that is
sometimes encountered.
Ιt is characteristic that William St Clair, in a book of 412 pages, devotes only half a
paragraph to Frederick North, the Fifth Earl of Guilford. This is far too dismissive of a man
whose philhellenic sentiments and educational endeavours led to his making more of a
contribution to the future development of Greece than many of the other philhellenes. He
was an eccentric individual admittedly, and someone whose eccentricities made him at times
the object of ridicule, but his attachment to everything Greek: the Orthodox Church, the
language and culture of ancient Greece, and his interest in the Greek world of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, do, I think, merit calling him the philhellene’s
philhellene.
Guilford’s ever loyal librarian, Andreas Papadopoulos Vretos, to whom we owe so
much of what we know about Guilford’s activities in Corfu, in his biographical study of
Guilford, published in 1846, claimed that the Ionian University had taught ‘nearly all the
doctors, lawyers, professors, teachers, and civil functionaries of the present kingdom’ of
Greece. This eulogy was somewhat exaggerated, but Guilford was undoubtedly a towering
figure among philhellenes and it is good that we are gathered here today to pay tribute to him
two hundred and fifty years after his birth.
------------------------------------------------------------------
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