
Helen Voussolinou-Anyfandis PhD in History, Ionian University   Presentation of the Album “1716, The Siege of Corfu” (Part I)  “1716. The Siege of Corfu”. The Album in question, in both Greek and English, was produced by the Friends of the “Mémoire Albert Cohen” Foundation in Corfu, on the occasion of the commemoration of the 300th anniversary from the lifting of the imminent danger to Europe from Ottoman-Islamic subjection.  The Album’s special value lies in that, through the whole story, the reasons for which this attempt by the Ottoman Empire during the 7th Venetian-Ottoman war to conquer Venetian Corfu, the”Key to the Adriatic”, finally failed are clarified. Of equal importance is the reference on the positive consequences of that failure for Corfu in the development of commerce, the arts and crafts.  Allow me then to express my thanks for the opportunity offered to me, eminent Friends of the “Mémoire Albert Cohen” Foundation in Corfu and to refer, together with the esteemed Mr. Demetrios Metallinos, PhD, to this Album which, through scientific tools and an global  approach offers an excellent collective work not only on local but finally also on European history.  This Album is a rich anthology containing multiple points of view. It starts with an introduction from the Friends of “Mémoire Albert Cohen” Foundation in Corfu Association, in which it is noted that the Album is dedicated to the memory of all the island’s defenders. Among them Field Marshal Johann Matthias, Count von der Schulenburg, who implemented a brilliant defense plan.  This is followed by addresses from the Mayor of Corfu and the President of the von der Schulenburg family Association. It is obvious in both that their positions are similar as to the fact that averting the Ottoman danger was an event of special European significance.    The Chronology of the Siege that follows presents a useful historical background of the events during the siege and up to the Ottomans’ hasty departure from the island.  The eight articles, containing rich illustrations as well as an excellent, very varied material coming from the collections of Spyros Gaoutsis, the Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Derek Johns, Christie’s, Mrs. Ventoura-Dantos’ private archives, the University of Bern’s DeutsheFotothek, the museum of the Archbishopric of Corfu and the Ventouras family, offer data on geo-political, economic and social approach to the specialized and wider conjuncture of the time, together with items on the fortification techniques and also on the contribution of the Comfits (Christian and Jewish), the Venetians and their allies.  European General Johann Matthias von der Schulenburg’s daring and effective strategy plays a significantly major role in the Ottomans’ retreat from Corfu, while the brothers, Counts George 



and Markus Theotoki, contribute by their effective support to the moral encouragement of the besieged people.  The coincidence in time of the historical events with the unusually strong storm on the 20th/9th of August explain the reasons for the faith in and the establishment of Saint Spyridon’s litany on the 22nd/11th of August, by official Venetian decree. As a parallel result of the above we have the modernization of the Town’s fortifications introduced by the Field Marshal, while at the same time a rich cultural creativity is developed by the release of spirituality, leading to the emersion of the Septinsular artistic School, and also to the composing by Antonio Vivaldi of the religious-military oratorio “Juditha triunphans, mastering Holophernes’ barbarians”  Specifically, in PhD candidate in History at the University of Athens, Ms Joanna Leventis’ report “1716, Corfu once again under Ottoman siege” (p.p. 18-27), the special geo-politic value of Corfu’s position for both the Ottomans and the Venetians becomes evident. The Ottomans’ final decision to wage a “war of might” against the Venetians through the 1716 siege instead of an attack to the Russians or Hungarians, becomes understandable by the events that occurred during the period between the Karlowitz (1689) and Passarowitz (1718) treaties. It is aptly proven that the failure to conquer Corfu is due primarily to the Austrian victory against the Ottoman Empire in Peterwardein as well to the enlightened leadership of Field Marshal Johann Matthias von der Schulenburg.  Historical researcher Mr. Spyros Ionas’ article “The bastion system and the case of Corfu” (p.p. 28-25) referring to the newer principles of fortification art in the European world, clarifies the generally used European practice in reference to the requirements that become necessary because of the increase of the artillery’s range, emphasizing especially the development of the bastion fortification system in Corfu. Interventions that are applied because of the need to decrease the height of the Old Fortress’s walls and the extension of the open space in the Spianada are explained. There is reference to the technical applications of the fortification technique in the 16th century by Michelle Sanmichele and Ferrante Vitelli.   There is mention to the external fortification works by Filippo Verneda and the increase of the depth of the outer defense front during the second half if the 17th century that protected the perimeter  and also of the works ordered by Field Marshal Schulenburg after the siege that explain why Corfu became the most beautiful fortified place in Europe.   ---------------------- (παρεμβάλλεται η παρουσίαση του κ. Δημ. Μεταλληνού) ------------------------  Antonio Vivaldi’s Oratorio “Juditha triumphans” on a libretto by Giaccomo Cassetti is the object of a musicological article by Asst. Professor Costas Kardamis of the Department of Musical Studies of the Ionian University (p.p. 54-60), titled “Juditha triumphans and the siege of Corfu”. In Mr. Kardamis’ thorough and inspired analysis it is proven that music is not merely notes on a page. The symbolic similarity between the victors of the 1716 siege and the Old Testament book by the same name is highlined. Vivaldi’s choice of the specific scenario is explained because of the acceptability of the story in music and visual arts, as an allegorical reference to the Divine Providence and the feminine heroism.  



 According to Mr. Theodore Metallinos, Bsc, Msc in Chemistry and historical researcher, there are serious advantages for Corfu from the successful outcome of the siege, as presented in his article with the relative title (pp 61-65). In his special analysis he proves that the end of the siege is not only considered as a failure for the Ottomans but also as a top historical event for Corfu itself with positive repercussions in Europe.  Many parameters included in this article are advocating for this un-refutable position on the advantages for Corfu, among which Europe’s final release from the Islamic threat leading to the strengthening of Corfu’s administrative position from the Venetian administration and thus to an increase of its economic and commercial situation, as well as in the definite enhancing of the cultural movement, i.e. theater, music, opera and the arts, without excluding the possibility for young Comfits to study in Italian and other European universities, bringing back their experience and scientific services. All of these contribute to the topmost development of the positive repercussions by the founding of the Ionian Academy in 1824 by Frederic North, 5th Earl of Guilford, the first University in the Hellenic world, 13 years before the foundation of the first University of the Greek State.   Thank you  
 


